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COUNMTY
County Government in the United States

There are 3,067 counties in the
United States. Counties vary
greatly in size and population.
They range in area from 67
square kilometers (Arlington
County, Virginia) to 227,559
square kilometers (North Slope
Borough, Alaska).

The population of counties
varies from Loving County,
Texas with less than 100
residents, to Los Angeles
County, California, which is
home to over 10 million people.

Forty-eight of the 50 states have operational county governments. Connecticut and
Rhode Island are divided into geographic regions called counties, but they do not have
functioning governments. Alaska calls its counties boroughs and Louisiana calls them
parishes.

Counties and Elections

The election process begins and ends at the county level. County governments are
empowered by state law to handle all local, state and national elections.

County governments register new voters, institute primary elections, publicize Election
Day procedures, mail election information to voters, select voting devices, establish
polling sites and certify voting accuracy.



History of Salt Lake County

Settlement of the area now known as Salt Lake County began July 24, 1847 as Brigham
Young and a party of Mormon pioneers entered the Salt Lake Valley after journeying
1,500 miles west. Within a few years the Salt Lake Valley became a major center for
trade and commerce as wagon trains and railroads.

Salt Lake City became the Capital City of the Utah Territory and the County Seat on
January 6th, 1851. The County became a corporate and political entity when the State
of Utah was admitted to the Union on January 4th, 1896.

With continuous economic and population growth, Salt Lake County is now a large
metropolitan area covering 764 square miles and has upwards of 1,000,000 residents,
comprising more than 40% of Utah’s total population.

Form of Government

In January 2001, Salt Lake County entered the new century with a new form of
government. The voters chose to have an elected mayor and a nine-member council to
represent them. The mayor and council are now charged with running Salt Lake County
government. Mayor Peter Corroon, Salt Lake County’s second mayor, has the
responsibility of managing the County’s four major departments: Administrative
Services, Community Services, Human Services, and Public Works. The nine-member
Salt Lake County Council sets the budget and performs legislative duties for the County.

Centennial
In 1997 Salt Lake County celebrated its centennial by honoring five of its citizens as

countywide ‘Once in 100 Award Winners.’ Those recognized were Arch Madsen, the
Eccles Family, Judge Raymond Uno, Alf Engen, and Dr. Kristin Reis.



CITIES OF SALT LAKE COUNTY
AND THEIR INCORPORATION DATES

Alta Town August 20, 1970
Bluffdale City December 14, 1978
Cottonwood Heights January 1, 2005
Draper City February 22, 1978
Herriman July 1, 1999
Holladay November 30, 1999
Midvale City July 29, 1909
Murray City January 2, 1903
Riverton City October 8, 1947
Salt Lake City January 9, 1851
Sandy City September 25, 1893
South Jordan City November 8, 1935
South Salt Lake September 29, 1938
Taylorsville City July 1, 1996

West Jordan City January 10, 1941
West Valley City July 1, 1980

UNINCOPORATED AREAS*

*The Unincorporated areas include all
communities outside the boundary limits of the
cities within Salt Lake County. There are nearly
210,000 residents living in the unincorporated
areas. The County provides municipal services
such as building inspection, police protection,
street lighting, highway and road maintenance,
snow removal, planning and zoning, sanitation,
and traffic engineering.




Major Facilities of Salt Lake County

*Salt Palace Convention Center ¢
*South Towne Exposition Center ‘®
«Abravanel Hall B

*Rose Wagner Performing Arts Center

*Senior Citizen Centers (18):
Central City, Clark Cushing, Columbus, Draper, Eastside,
Fairmont Park, Friendly Neighborhood Center, Harman Home,
Kearns Senior Center, Magna, Midvale, Northwest, Riverton, Sandy,
South Salt Lake, Sunday Anderson Westside, Tenth East
Taylorsville, and West Jordan

*Hansen Planetarium

*Recreation Centers(14):
Including East Millcreek, Kiwanis-Felt, Marv Jenson Fitness, Magna
Fitness, Redwood, Copperview Community Center, Northwest
Center, Central City Center, Kearns Center, Dimple Dell Fitness,
Gene Fullmer, Holladay-Lion’s Fitness, and Taylorsville Center

«Jordan River Parkway Trail (major portions including bridges and trailheads)

«Salt Lake County Fairgrounds

*Public Health Clinics (7):
including Ellis R. Shipp, Copperview, Magna, South East Clinic,
Salt Lake City Center, Rose Park, and South Main Center

*Public Golf Courses (6):
South Mountain, Old Mill, Riverbend, Mountain View,
Meadowbrook, and Mick Riley

*Acord Ice Arena

*County Ice Center

*Salt Lake City Sports Complex

*Cottonwood and Valley Regional Softball Complexes

*Swimming Pools (19):
Including Crestwood, Draper, Jordan Park, Magna, South County,
Liberty Park, Northwest, Redwood, Marv Jenson Center, Gene
Fullmer Center, Dimple Dell Center, Steiner East, Steiner West,
West Jordan Community, and Taylorsville

*Wheeler Historic Farm

*Equestrian Park and Events Center

«Salt Lake County Landfill

*Oxbow Jall

*Adult Detention Center

«Justice Administration Center

Major Agencies of Salt Lake County

«Salt Lake County Library System (18 branches):
Including Draper, East Millcreek, Holladay, Hunter, Kearns,
Magna, Taylorsville, Riverton, Sandy, Smith, South Jordan, South
Salt Lake, Tyler, West Jordan, West Valley and Whitmore, Bingham
Creek, and Columbus

*Animal Shelter

*Convention and Visitors Bureau




*Valley Mental Health (contracted)
*Pre Trial Services
*Youth Services

Major Services/Programs of Salt Lake County

*Paramedic and Emergency Services
*Meals on Wheels
*Foster Grandparent/Senior Companion programs
*Environmental Health and Pollution Control programs
*Alcohol and Drug Abuse Services
*Animal Services
«Salt Lake County Corporate Games
*Mental Health Services
*Parks and Recreation Programs:
Including Jr. Jazz, Jr. Starzz, youth and adult basketball, softball,
and adaptive sports programs
*Planning and Zoning services for unincorporated areas of the County
*Flood control services
*County highway operations and engineering services
*Sanitation and trash collection services
*Snow removal services

Salt Lake County Government DOES NOT include:

Salt Lake County Water Conservancy District
Salt Lake County Fish and Game Association
Salt Lake County Medical Society

Salt Lake County Mosquito Abatement District
Salt Lake County Service Area #1

Salt Lake County Service Area #3

Salt Lake County Sheriff's Association

Salt Lake County Democratic Party

Salt Lake County Republican Party

Unified Fire Authority



General Information

Salt Lake County government is headquartered in the County Government Center, 2001
South State Street in Salt Lake City. The general telephone number for the County
Offices is 468-3000. Further information may be located on the internet at the Salt Lake
County website: www.slco.org.

Tours: Salt Lake County offers hour long tours twice a month visiting offices at the
Government Center including the Mayor’s office. The tour is geared towards
augmenting 4th grade curriculum on local government. Tours of the county’s extensive
art collection are also available by request. Tours can be scheduled by contacting the
Office of Volunteer Program Services at 468-2185.

Salt Lake County Government is a political subdivision of the State of Utah. It provides
all residents of the county with countywide services including:

Mental Health: Treatment, counseling, long-term care

Aging Services: Meals on Wheels, assistance programs, senior centers
Youth Services: Intervention, counseling

Criminal Justice: Pre trial screening, referrals

Public Health: Family programs, environmental programs
Substance Abuse: Prevention, intervention, and treatment
Flood Control: Facilities and storm water pollution prevention

Parks/Recreation: Maintains parks and golf courses, operates recreation programs
Library Services: Maintains 18 branches except Murray and Salt Lake City libraries
and serves 35% of the Utah’s entire population

Solid Waste:Disposes of residential, commercial & industrial waste generated within
Salt Lake County

Animal Services: Pet licensing, education, adoption for Salt Lake City,
unincorporated Salt Lake County and Taylorsville

Jail Services: Operates a 2,000 capacity maximum-security jail & the Adult
Detention Center
Fine Arts/Sciences: Abravanel Hall, Capitol Theater, Rose Wagner Performing

Arts Center and Clark Planetarium, ArtTix (ticket sales for Broadway productions), a fine
art collection, and the ZAP tax (Zoo, Arts, and Parks)

Landmarks in Salt Lake County:
Bingham Canyon Mine

The Mormon Trail

Utah State Capitol Building

Temple Square

Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District Gardens
Abravanel Hall

Capitol Theatre

Salt Lake City and County Building
Great Salt Lake

Alta Ski Resort

Wasatch Mountains

University of Utah

Salt Palace Convention Center
Olympic Oval




FACTS ABOUT SALT LAKE COUNTY

Salt Lake County:

. Covers 764 Square miles

. Is 35 miles long, north to south (from Davis County to
the Point of the Mountain)

. Is 35 miles wide, east to west (from the Wasatch
Mountains to the Oquirrh Mountains)

. Contains 856 miles of County owned and

operated roads
* Has over 955,000 residents
* Includes 16 incorporated cites and 1 incorporated town
* Features 15 canyons
* Hosts four world-class ski resorts
* The county seat and largest city is Salt Lake City with
approximately 180,000 residents.

Salt Lake County Government:
» Operates on an annual budget of over $850 million
* Employs over 7,500 workers
* Includes more than three dozen agencies providing nearly 100
services
* Built and operates two world-class softball complexes
* Built and operates six public golf courses
* Recruits more than 25,000 volunteers annually
* Manages sports programs that attract 130,000
participants per year
* Operates Utah’s largest library system, circulating 12
million items per year
» Operates Utah's largest law enforcement agency
» Serves 1,000 Meals-on-Wheels per day to the
homebound elderly
* Is a major provider of recreation activities and facilities in the Salt
Lake Valley
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Salt Lake County Economic Development Information

As the reality of the New Economy becomes ever more apparent, many states and counties are
re-orienting their economic development programs. Fortunately, Utah already has a head start
in this regard. It already has well established information technology and bioscience industry
clusters, with some 3,500 companies employing over 80,000 workers. It is also fortunate to
have Old Economy attributes that also influence the location decisions of high tech companies,
including:

Labor force: Utah has a growing workforce which is young, technology-literate, and benefits
from a strong, closely-coupled higher education system. This system includes three major
research universities, a comprehensive system of four-year colleges and universities, as well as
a network of community colleges, applied technology centers, and specialty technical schools.

Infrastructure: Salt Lake County has the necessary transportation and communications
infrastructure required by high tech companies. This infrastructure has been significantly
upgraded in the past several years, partly in preparation for the 2002 Winter Olympic Winter
Games.

Location: Although not as
critical as in the past,
geographic location and critical
mass are still an important
consideration in developing
industry clusters. Utah has a
central proximity to all the
developing technology hubs in
the western U.S.

Some of Salt Lake County’s
biggest industries include:
bioscience, distribution,
financial services, real estate,
manufacturing and high
technology.

Some of Salt Lake County’s
largest employers are:
University of Utah, Delta
Airlines, State of Utah, UPS,
Smiths Food and Drug,
Primary Children’s Medical
Center, Dick Simon Trucking,
Snowbird Ski Resort, and
American Express. For more
information about economic
development in the County log on to http://www.econdev.slco.org.




~HOMEWORK HELP~

Salt Lake County offers Homework Help!! For links and helpful information in the
following categories look online at http://www.slco.lib.ut.us/kidhelp.htm:

Almanacs

Animals

Biographical Information
Black History

Castles

Citing Your Sources
Country Information
Dinosaurs

Dictionaries
Encyclopedias
Endangered Species
Environment

Fact Monster

Flags

Government

History

Issues and Debates
Magazines

Maps

Museums

Mythology

Native Americans (Indians of North America)
Rivers of the World
Safety

Science (Astronomy, Planets, Constellations, Science & Invention, and Science
Experiments/Science Fair)
State Information

Titanic

Utah

Weather

Women® History

Writing a Research Paper

SNV
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